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Abstract

The study aimed to identify how far Saudi youth depend on the television press to get

information during crises.

The study methodology was descriptive analytical approach. The study
community consisted of Umm Al-Qura University students, King Saud University
students and Al-Baha University students. The study sample consisted of:

Study Sample: 105 students from Umm Al-Qura University, 99 students from King

Saud University and 102 students from Al-Baha University.

The study tool was a questionnaire by the researcher, consisting of five pivots:
First Pivot: It includes primary data include primary data about the study sample
according to independent study variables (the age, the study specialization , the
university). Second Pivot: The intensity of the use of the television press. Third Pivot:
What the motives of watching satellite channels are. Fourth Pivot: The crises. Fifth
Pivot: Effects.

Frequency, percentage, arithmetic averages and standard deviations were used to
identify how far Saudi youth depend on the television press to get information during
crises. The Pearson and Fahrkonbach laboratories were used for validity and reliability.
The T-test and One-way Analysis of Variance were used to identify the differences
between the sample members. The study reached several findings, as follow:

o The exposure of Saudi youth to satellite channels is at 43.1% with a moderate
degree. The place of watching TV channels was at home at 85.3%. The peak
period for watching was in the evening. The watching rate was less than three
hours. Al Arabiya channel and MBC is the highest watch. The most important
television formats were news bulletins.

o The motives of watching satellite channels during crises were with a high degree
as the arithmetic average was at 3.499.

o There were no statistically significant differences at the level of 0.01 among the
responses averages of the sample members of the students in the three universities
towards the degrees of their response in the degree of their dependence on the
television press to get information, attributed to the variable of age and the
variable of the place of the university, while it was found differences in
specialization (literary, scientific) for the literary section.

o There were no statistically significant differences at the level of 0.01 among the
responses averages of the sample members of the students in the three universities
towards the degrees of their response to the degree of their motives for the
exposure of the television press to get information, attributing to the variables of
the age, the specialization and the place of the university.

o There were no statistically significant differences at the level of 0.01 among the
responses averages of the sample members of the students in the three universities
towards the degrees of their response to the degree of effects resulting from their
dependence on the television press to get information, attributed to the variables
of the age, the specialization and the place of the university.

The study had some recommendations:

o To direct political programs that address young people at the level of their
interests and understanding to achieve their goals of exposure to news channels
and satisfying their political needs.

o News channels in Arabic should balance the presentation of news subjects in
terms of introduction and analysis.
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